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WOLLOWING REPEAT RIO DE JANEIRO 2162 SENT ACTION SECSTATE INFO
a0 PAULO 18 MAY 79, GIE:
RIO DE JANEIRO 2160

8.0, 12865: 6DS 5/18/85 (EXTER, JOHN B,) OR-M
AGS: SHUM, BR
BUSJECT 3 (U) HABEGGER CASE

« (U) JORNAL DD BRASIL (JB) OF MAY B REPORTED RIO

ARD INAL EUGENIO SALES® COMPLAINT REGARDING PUBLICATION
Y TRE MAGAZINE ISTQ E OF THz CONTENTS OF FIRST OF

HREE LETTERS HE WAD SENT TO THE WIFR OF ARGENTINE
OURNALIST NORBERTO HABBEGER, WHO DISAPPEAR;D IN RID

N EARLY AUGUST 1978.

(U2 MRS. HABBEGER CONTACTED CARDINAL SALES AT

ECET LATIN AMERICAM EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE IN

UESLA, FOLLOWING WHICH HE WROTE T0 HER ASKING THAT SHE
VISE HIM OF ANY PLANS SME MIGHT HAVE TO VISITING

AZIL 50 THAT HE COULD HAVE a CLERIC MEET HER AT THE
IRPORT AND ESCORT HER TO A LDCaL CONVENT. HIS CONCERN
0% HER SAFETY WAS BECAUSE OF TARGENTIHE POLICE®
OCATED IN RIO. THE LETTER WAS FIRST DIVULGED IN MEXICO.

. (U) ACCORING TCO JB ARTICLE (APPARENTLY QUOTING
STO E> HASBEGER ARRIVED RIO JULY 3i, 1578, FROM
EXICO USING ALIAS HECTOR ESTERAN CUELLO. IMMEDIATELY
FTER ARRIVAL HE PHONED HIS WIFE: LAST TIME SHE HEARD
M HIM wAS ON AUGUST 3. SHE BELISVES HE WAS KIDNAPPED -
Y ARGENT INE POLICE, "POSSIBLY WITH TH HELP OF
RAZILIAN POLICE.™ BRAZILIAN JUSTICE MINISTRY, IN -
ZSPONSE TO HER INQUIRY, 4aS VERIFIED THAT HE ENTERED
ZIL JULY 3, BUT HAS NO RECORD OF HIS DEPARTURE,
gN EITHER NAME, MRS, HABBEGER ACXNOWLEDGED HER HUSBAND
M5 SCCRETARY OF THE POLITICAL SBRANCH OF THE PEZRONIST
FONTORERD MOVEMENT,
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#» UNHCR REPRISENTATIVE SAYS HE HAS NO INFORMATION
N THIS CASE, HASBEGER NOT SEING A MANDATED
UREE AND NZITHER HE NOR MRS, HABBEGER BAVING ZVER
I PPROACHED THE UNMCR IN RIO,

. W COMMENT : THOUGH IT HaS NOT YET GEZNERATED MUCH
(FUSLICITY, THIS CASE COULD CONCEIVABLY DEVELOP INTO ANOTHER
WAUSE CELEPRN LIXZ THEZ LILIAN CILIBZRTI/UNIVERSINDOD

IaZ XIDNAPPING CASE 1IN PORTO ALEGRE. THE CARDINAL

AS LONG BEEN ACTIVE IN ASSISTANCZ TO ARCENTINE REFUGEES,

SUBJECT THMAT HE HaS MCNTIONED IN SEVERAL CONERSATIONS

ITH ME, IN AT LEAST ONZ CONVEIRSATION, ON JANUARY 25,

573, HE BROUGHT THE SUBJECT UP AND EXPRESSED CONCERN

VER OPERATIONS AGAINST REFUGEES IN RIQ BY ARGENTINE

GL ICE ACTING, HE SURMISED, OUT OF THE ARCENTINE

ONSULATE., .
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